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There has been a lot of 
interest in the Men’s Shed 

movement where men around 
Australia can get involved 
in community projects and 
charity work while making 
new friends at the same time.

But what about the spiritual 
equivalent of a Men’s Shed 
where Catholic men can 
meet and discuss their faith 
journey in a friendly and 
supportive atmosphere?

Men Alive is a national 
Catholic ministry for men that 
started in Brisbane in 2003 
and now holds regular retreats, 
breakfast meetings and other 
functions around the country.

It is actively supported 
by the clergy and the newly 
retired Archbishop of Brisbane, 
John Bathersby has taken a 
key role in promoting it.

Men Alive sees men as an 
untapped resource of the Catholic 
Church and brings men together 
to renew their faith in God and 
to encourage them to become an 
active force within the Church.

Around 40 men on Sydney’s 
northern beaches gathered for a 
Men Alive weekend in September 
at the Lakes parish in Narrabeen.

Through group discussions, 
prayer and personal testimony, 
the men shared some of the 
challenges they face in their roles 
as husbands, fathers and sons 
and how their spiritual faith 
can guide them along the way.

The Men Alive weekend 
encourages men to pray and 
reflect on the scriptures daily 
through Lectio Divina, to 
gather regularly and to support 
the priests and religious 
who serve the Church.

The men who gathered for 
the Lakes Parish weekend 
emerged with a renewed faith, 
wanting to play a more active 
role within the Church and 
a renewed Christian mission 
in serving their families.

More Men Alive weekends 
are planned for other parishes 
in Broken Bay. For more 
information check the Men 
Alive website – menalive.org.au 
or contact the Men Alive team 
via email: mail@menalive.org.au
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What�s a ‹iFe ˇoR?
A discernment weekend for 
single men, 19-40 years.
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on a Friday night and includes prayer, 
meditation, reflection and self discovery.
It is designed to help discern life: 
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0419 149793 or (02) 4630 0217
St Mary�s Towers, Douglas Park NSW
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“It is necessary to back up the proclamation of 
the Gospel with the practical witness of charity, 
so that for the Church, charity is not a kind of 
welfare activity…but is part of her nature, an 
indispensable part of her very being “I express 
my gratitude to those of you who are employed 
in this silent and daily witness of charity” Pope 
Benedict XVI to permanent deacons in Rome

Would you like to find out more about the 
permanent diaconate in Broken Bay Diocese? 

Please contact: 
Fr Jim McKeon,

Diocesan Vocations Director: 9483 2300 or,
Michael Slattery, 

Diaconate Formation Director: 9847 0424

PERMANENT DIACONATE
in the Broken Bay Diocese 
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Sam’s Trio

Contact Sonya 

on 043 051 2592

or Dennis 

on 0419 209 272

E: sam@clubmusika.com.au

www.clubmusika.com.au

Weddings, 
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lounge music, 

corporate 

functions.

Holy Cross Parish Kincumber celebrates All Souls Day Mass in Parish Cemetery

Fr Michael visits and blesses gravesites before the All Souls Mass

Holy Cross Parish Kincumber 
this year continued the 

All Souls Day tradition of 
remembering and praying for 
departed family and friends 
at a special All Souls Day 
outdoors evening Mass. 

The annual Mass was 
celebrated in the grounds of the 
historic Holy Cross Church 
cemetery, South Kincumber. 
It is organised and advertised 
by the Friends of Holy Cross 
Church and Cemetery.

The Mass was celebrated by 
Fr Michael Divyanathan AP in 
memory not only for those whose 
loved ones and friends are buried 
in Holy Cross Cemetery, but also 
for those whose deceased loved 
ones are buried elsewhere or in 
distant battlefields and oceans. 

Prior to Mass commencing, 
Fr Michael visited and blessed 
gravesites for family relatives 
gathered in the cemetery. 

Thomas Humphreys, an early 
pioneer of the Brisbane Waters 
District, donated 3 acres of 
land, in 1838, for the purpose of 
building a church and cemetery, 
and planning began shortly after.

Holy Cross Church was finally 
completed in late 1843 (the sign 
over the door says 1842). It is 
estimated that there are some 
4100 blocks of stone in the 
building and foundation courses. 
These stones were quarried 
from a hill on the eastern side 
of the present Church, then 
owned by another local pioneer, 
William Samson Pickett, who is 
buried in Holy Cross Cemetery, 
as is Thomas Humphreys.

Holy Cross Church is therefore 
one of the oldest churches in 
Australia and one of few which 
has been in continuous use 
now for nearly 170 years.

The adjacent cemetery is 
today the final resting place 

for many of the early pioneers 
of the surrounding district. 
Although early burials may have 
commenced as early as 1838, the 
first known burial took place 
at the cemetery in 1841, and 
many deceased members of local 
founding families are buried there. 

Visiting this cemetery is an 
important part of many historic 
tours, and the cemetery is also 
regularly visited by people seeking 
family history information. 

As well as the early settlers 
buried in the cemetery, many of 
the boys from the old orphanage 
home, commenced in 1887 
by Saint Mary of the Cross 
MacKillop are also interred 
within the cemetery grounds – 
according to oral history Sr Mary 
slept in the Sacristy of the Church 
during one of her early visits. 

One of the early orphanage 
burials was for 15 year old 
Philip O’Brien in 1899, with the 
funeral service being conducted 
by the then Sr Mary MacKillop 
as there wasn’t a Priest available 
at the time of Philip’s death.

There are many other religious 
Sisters and Clergy buried at Holy 
Cross, including the first Parish 
Priest of Kincumber Fr. Patrick 
Croke, and also Fr Frank Meek 
who was Parish Priest from 1999 
-2001. More recently (October 
2011) Monsignor Vincent Marley 
was interred in the Cemetery. 

Contacts; Dr Neil Sainsbury, 
President The Friends of 

Holy Cross Church and 
Cemetery, (02) 4368 6789; 

Peter Hurley, Secretary 
Cemetery Management 

Committee, 0418 440 224



news & issues

23

PROUDLY SPONSORED BY 

 Do you get regular portfolio reports? As a minimum, 
a comprehensive face to face annual review? 
For McEwen clients the answer is yes.

 Are you ever pressured to make a quick 
decision on an investment? You should never 
be pressured to make a decision.

 Do you invest in tax driven schemes? Managed 
investment schemes? Geared strategies? We 
have never promoted tax driven schemes – an 
investment should stand on its own merits.

 Are you invested mainly in managed funds? Via a platform? 
Do you pay three tiers of fees? Most investors pay three 
tiers of fees – you can do away with two tiers of fees.

 Does your portfolio generate adequate income? 
A good blue chip portfolio will pay at 
least 6% plus franking credits.

 Has your trust deed been updated in the last three years? Super 
law changes – trust deeds should be updated regularly.

 Do you pay your adviser a fee? Do you know how much money he/she 
is making from your investments? Clients pay us a fee directly.

 Have your investments out-performed or under-performed the 
market in the last 3, 5, 10 years? Your investments should 
out-perform the market in the medium to long term.

 Take control of your investments – 
call Rob McEwen on 9416 0885.

Rob McEwen
Principal

McEwen Investments Services – shares, self managed super, life insurance. www.mcinvest.com.au (02) 9416 0885 rob@mcinvest.com.au AFSL: 235915
Principal: Robert McEwen B.Ec M. Bus (App Fin) CFP 

Rachel’s Vineyard 
Ministries Australian 
National Conference

and One Day Workshop – March 2012

Rachel’s Vineyard Retreats is a ministry 
to people who suffer pain and trauma 
after an abortion. This ministry has 
been offering retreats in Sydney for 10 
years. Dr Theresa Burke began Rachel’s 
Vineyard Ministries in 1994 after realising 
that people with post abortion stress 
have a great need for the spiritual and 
psychological healing. She realised that 
the pain is often unresolved grief and 
loss which is sometimes unacknowledged 
or denied in women and men who have 
been through an abortion experience. 

The main work of this ministry is a retreat 
that uses prayer and scripture to assist 
women and men to grieve the baby they 
lost. Rachel’s Vineyard Retreat is now the 
largest post abortion ministry in the world 
being run in 35 countries and 5 languages. 
The retreat is primarily for spiritual healing 
but is based in sound grief psychology.

The 4th National Conference will take 
place in Sydney on March 9-11, 2012 at 
Mt St Benedict Centre, Pennant Hills. 
The conference will include training in 
Grief and Loss ministry, sharing of stories 
both in post abortion experience and in 
support of those grieving, and talks and 
workshops by experienced practitioners 
in this field. Bishop David Walker will 
celebrate the conference Mass on Saturday 
evening before the conference dinner.

There will be a one day workshop on 
grief and loss during the conference. This 
workshop will benefit spiritual directors, 
chaplains, counsellors, priests and 
anyone in pastoral care or bereavement 
counselling. Richard White, bereavement 
counsellor with WN Bull funerals, will 
conduct this workshop which can be 
taken independently of the conference.

You can see full details of these retreats, 
the conference and workshop on the Rachel 
website: www.rachelsvineyard.org.au 

New Dean commissioned at Cathedral
Fr Robert Borg has been commissioned as the 

new Dean of Our Lady of the Rosary Cathedral, 
Hornsby Parish.

Bishop David Walker commissioned Fr Robert 
during Mass on Sunday, November 13.

Fr Quang van Nguyen, Fr Anselam Lakra, and 
Fr Jinto Pallathukuzhiyil were commissioned as 
assistant priests, and Deacon Roberto Corpuz as 
Deacon for Hornsby Parish.

Friends and relatives of the newly commissioned 
clergy attended the Mass and ceremony.

Fr Robert was previously Parish Priest at 

Ku-Ring-Gai Chase Parish. He succeeds Fr Jim 
McKeon as Dean of the Cathedral. Fr Jim has been 
appointed Parish Priest of Kincumber Parish.

Cancer prayers group; sharing in faith
A diagnosis of cancer is devastating to the per-

son stricken with the illness and also to his 
or her family and friends. The situation evokes 
unique responses of feelings and faith from each 
person involved.

In our world today almost every life is touched 
by the disease. One person’s experience does not 
necessarily match that of another. By sharing the 
experience with others, who are living in similar 
circumstances, may help people to feel less alone 
in their struggle.

More than two years ago at St Patrick’s Parish 
in Gosford, a Cancer Prayers Group was estab-
lished with the support of the Parish Priest, Father 
Tadeusz Seremet SDS and the organisational 
enthusiasm of Terry Cook and Cecilia Coughlin. 
It meets monthly on the last Thursday. This is a 
group of people with cancer or their families and 
carers; all touched by cancer. Here, they can feel 
God’s goodness and help in the concern of others 
in the group. Everyone quickly finds something for 
which they can be thankful – friendship shared 

and the knowledge that here are people that they 
may well need more than they at first realise. There 
are people in the group who will help each other 
through difficult times ahead.

The group meetings open with a prayer to St 
Peregrine, the patron saint for all those who suffer 
from cancer. In our life we look to the future as 
something good but suddenly that future is full of 
pain and suffering. St Peregrine was confronted by 
the ugliness of suffering. He leant on his own belief 
in the goodness of God. By his example, members 
realise that in their life they can show others that 
God can overcome the evils of life and restore peace.

At the meetings, too, they read and discuss 
excerpts from the gospels, recite the rosary and 
enquire in to the well being of fellow group mem-
bers. Outings are arranged for the group sometimes 
to the shrine of St Mary Mother of the Cross 
Mackillop or to the Convent at Singleton. There 
have been several excursions into the country for a 
special open air Mass and a BYO picnic.

Earlier in the year some members of the group 
from the Woy Woy Parish established their own 
group, which is enjoying similar success. 

As members of the Cancer Prayers group, they 
realise that life is not over for any of them yet and 
that they are there to ensure that life is lived as 
fully as possible by all. It brings an atmosphere of 
peace, understanding and, above all, hope to every-
one so that they can face one of life’s last challenges 
with serenity. 

McEwen Investment Services – offices at Gordon and Waitara
Before you make any investment decisions, read the following:

Fr Robert Borg (right) is commissioned 
as the new Dean of the Cathedral
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Year 13 Retreat
For many students their Year 12 retreat 
is one of the highlights of their school 
lives, but sadly it’s often the last retreat 
some people ever get to take part in. Fr 
Jim McKeon and a team of teachers and 
school youth ministry coordinators are 
hosting a “Year 13 retreat” for students 
from across the diocese who are finishing 
Year 12 this year. This will be held at 
Corrimal, near Wollongong, on Feb 17th 
-19th and will be a time for prayerfully 
refocussing after the long holidays on the 
challenges of stepping into adult life. 
For information contact Fr Jim on 
jim.mckeon@dbb.org.au, facebook “Year 
13 retreat” or see your local parish. 

Boys Beach Pilgrimage
After the success of this year’s World
Youth Day pilgrimage comes a pilgrimage
of a different kind. Fr Jim McKeon and 
a team of young men will be holding a 
“beach pilgrimage” for older teenage 
boys from across the whole diocese. 
The pilgrimage will be for boys in year 
11 & 12 (in 2012) from across the whole 
diocese. Join Fr Jim, Dominic & Richard 
Meagher and Oliver Foxe as they lead a 
five day pilgrimage of camping, beach 
activities, prayer and reflection along the 
mid north coast of NSW from Jan 16-20.
For information contact Fr Jim on 
jim.mckeon@dbb.org.au, facebook “2012 
beach pilgrimage” or see your local parish. 

Young adults
There’s also plenty of other great 
Catholic events for people aged 16-35 
– check out the iWitness conference at 
www.lifetothefull.com.au and the 
Disciples of Jesus Summer School 
at www.summerschool.org.au 

St Agatha’s Youth Group Visits St Vincent de Paul Society
By Andrew Kennaugh 

In the October school holidays St Agatha’s 
Year 7-8 Youth Group (FRAGGIES) 

went on an excursion to the Saint Vincent 
de Paul Op shop at Pennant Hills. We met 
at the parish hall and were shown some 
videos and clips about the Saint Vincent 
de Paul Society. Our Youth leader, Laura 
Bradley then gave us a few quizzes on what 
we had learned from the video clips. 

Some of us had thought that Saint Vincent 
de Paul was the person who had founded the 
Society but we were surprised to find out that 
it was actually a French man by the name of 
Fredrick Ozanam and he founded the society 
in his twenties whilst he was at university. We 
also learnt what the Saint Vincent de Paul logo 
symbolised because a lot of us had seen the 
logo but never knew what it meant. We found 
out that the first hand of Christ blesses the 
cup, the second hand of love offers the cup and 
the third hand of suffering receives the cup. 

After we had finished the quiz, we 

walked down to the Vinnies shop in 
Pennant Hills. When we arrived we were 
greeted by the manager and her team. I 
was amazed to hear that that some of the 
people working at Vinnies were volunteers 
and had been volunteering there for up to 
ten years! There were some ladies from 
my parish volunteering there too.

 It was amazing to see the variety of goods 
and clothing available in the store. There 
were records, toys, CDS, DVD’s, videos, 
collectables and clothing. It really showed 
me that many people have kind hearts in 
our world to donate their things and also to 
volunteer their time. We all bought something 
I got a suit for my Dad, my friend Josh got 
a Guinness World Record book and two of 
the girls Jasmin and Morgan bought a dress. 

Vinnies is a great way of helping those 
who need it most and it also helps the 
environment by recycling belongings.

St Agatha’s Youth Group meets every second 
Friday you can see all the dates by visiting 
www.stagatha.org.au>>Ministries>>Youth 

Morgan, a member of St Agatha’s Pennant Hills Youth Group grabs some bargains at Vinnies

BIG SUMMER 
of youth events
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Monsignor Vince Marley
– remembered as “Priest of God, Son of Mary, Friend and Mentor”

Monsignor Vince Marley, a beloved retired priest of the Diocese of Broken Bay, died on September 30, aged 87.
Ordained by Cardinal Gilroy on July 24, 1948 at St Mary’s Cathedral, Sydney, Monsignor Marley 
retired from active ministry in 1994. His last appointment was as Parish Priest at Pymble in 1992. Prior 
to this appointment, Monsignor Marley was Parish Priest of Terrigal from 1981 to 1991.
A Mass of Christian Burial was celebrated for Monsignor Marley at Our Lady Star of the Sea Church, Terrigal on October 5. 
Below is the homily delivered by Fr Bill Stevens at the Funeral Mass.

Monsignor Vince Marley

When a baby dies and flies 
straight to heaven, there is 

much rejoicing in another fully 
paid up member of the heavenly 
community. The purity of its 
soul and the beauty of the child 
is wonderful to behold – one of 
God’s little ones. The image of 
an old soldier, scarred in battle, 
weary, bloodstained, wounded, 
but victorious is very different to 
that of the innocent baby, but, in 
a way, how much more moving: 
the old soldier, scarred but 
victorious, standing before his 
Commander In Chief – God – 
in the uniform of a priest of Jesus 
Christ, in the regimental colours 
of Mary – this is my image of 
Vincent Marley – Priest, man 
of God, and man of his people.

That the Mons (we all called 
him that) chose the readings of 
this Mass is a measure of who 
and what he was. They began 
with the mighty words of Isaiah 
which Mons made his own: 
This is our God, we have waited 
for him, let us rejoice and be glad. 
Then onto the words of Paul 
written to his beloved Timothy 
from his death row cell in Rome, 
again, words that Mons made 
his own: I am poured out like a 
libation, I have fought, I have run, 
I have kept the faith, I have won.

Then onto the great Manifesto 
of Jesus: Jesus, Baptised by 
John, then spending his 40 days 
of retreat in the desert before 
dismissing the temptations of 
Satan and going on to select his 
first Apostles: Peter and Andrew, 
James and John. He brought 
them to the hill overlooking the 
great river Jordan and proclaimed 
his 8 profound tenets of his 
Mission – the Beatitudes: again 
words that were lived out in 
the life of Vincent Marley.

In choosing these readings, 
Mons displayed his colours as a 
Priest of Jesus Christ, ready and 

willing to carry the standard of 
this Master – this he did with 
great dignity and loyalty. Priest 
of God, yes, but very much also, 
priest of and for his people. I 
know my thoughts now – you 
too have your memories of him, 
and I would not be so bold 
to suggest I knew him better 
than others – but I have the 
privilege today to encourage 
you, in your memories of this 
beautiful old soldier to see the 
Beatitudes in practice. These 8 
great tenets of Jesus’ Manifesto 
are fulfilled in Mons’ long and 
sometimes painful Apostolate.

He laboured in the Lord’s 
Vineyard not so much as a 
leader of his people – which of 
course he was – but he laboured 
as one who walked with his 
people – and in this he was very 
much a Christ figure – Priest 
and man. Your memories of this 
Priest parallel the Beatitudes. 
Mons Marley came alive in these 
statements of Jesus of what 
a Catholic is. The Beatitudes 
give us, as they gave Mons, a 
matrix of living faith that leads 
to happiness even in the face 
of trauma and difficulty.

Today I place before you the 
very embodiment of Jesus’ words: 
Blessed are they who labour and 
hunger for what is right. This 
man, this Priest, is for me, and 
for many Priests, a role model. 
Like all role models, he had a 
driving force: it was Mary. Mons 
Marley was a Priest of Jesus 
Christ, and, a son of Mary. He 
was a Marian Priest, and Mary is 
proud to claim him as her own. 
As a model of Marian spirituality 
and priesthood, he stands tall.

I loved him, as you did, but 
he was not perfect: he was 
humanly fragile. His human 
fears, imperfections, enable 
us to identify with him. At 
the Altar, and particularly 

in the Confessional, he was 
Alter Christus – the loving 
compassionate Christ. Outside 
the Sanctuary he was a man: 
at times afraid, aware of his 
own shortcomings and failures, 
and very much the fragile 
human being. These qualities 
came from his background of 
a loving family and his priestly 
formation. He was a man of 
the Church, and, a man of his 
people. He was beloved of God 
and his Mother, beloved of the 
people he so diligently served. 
Your personal memories attest 
to that. In remembering his 
kindness to you, pray for his 
human failures. Like us all, he 

was a sinner who needs the 
forgiveness and compassion of a 
loving God – our prayer today 
is that he receives the fullness 
of Divine Mercy. Our prayer, 
combined with that of Mary, will 
rise to the Divine Judge with all 
the power of one who loves.

Today our readings span the 
journey of a very special Priest 
and man. With Isaiah, he has 
waited for his God and rejoiced 
in his coming. With Paul, he has 
run the race and kept the faith, 
and with Jesus he is blessed as 
one who is glad and joyful, for a 
great reward is his in Heaven.

Priest of God, Son of Mary, 
Friend and Mentor – be at peace. 
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Sr Monica retires after 20 years as RNS Hospital pastoral carer

After 20 years of hospital min-
istry Sr Monica Simmons 

rsm is retiring from her role of 
pastoral carer at Royal North 
Shore Hospital and at the same 
time celebrates 50 years as a 
religious sister.

Sr Monica is a Mercy Sister 
from Wilcannia-Forbes Diocese. 
She entered her order in 1958 and 
spent the first 15 years teaching in 
country parishes such as Broken 
Hill, Peak Hill, Deniliquin, Parkes, 
Condobolin and Balranald. She 
followed this with seven years in 
parish ministry. 

In 1990 she changed direction 
again in her ministry, doing a 
Clinical Pastoral Education course, 
and began her ministry at Royal 
North Shore Hospital. Over that 
20 year period, Sr Monica has 
worked alongside many priests 
from the Diocese such as Frs. 
Stephen Hume, Jack Robson, 
Michael O’Toole, Paul Finucane, 
Rex Curry, and Stan Skibicki and 
is currently ministering with Fr 
Jaison Kuzhiyil. 

Being a country girl at heart, Sr 
Monica has had a special ministry 
to patients from the ‘bush’ who 

have come to Royal North Shore 
for treatment. She is aware that 
being far from the familiar smells 
and faces of the country in a large, 
busy hospital can be an isolating 
experience. Sr Monica has felt a 
special call to assist those, a long 
way from home, who are without 
the support of friends and family 
and has made this an important 
aspect of her ministry. 

Sr Monica is also much loved by 
the hospital team of Catholic vol-
unteers, which includes 20 Sunday 
ministers of the Eucharist and 10 
volunteer weekday chaplains.

Although Sr Monica is formal-
ly retiring from her current role 
at Royal North Shore she plans 
to come back as a volunteer in 
some capacity to continue bringing 
Christ’s care to the sick. 

Monie Ryan celebrates a century
Monica (Monie) Ryan, a parish-

ioner of St Patricks, Gosford, 
for the past 70 years, celebrated 
her 100th birthday on Wednesday 
November 23.

During that time, Monie and 
her late husband Tom have not 
only witnessed, but actively par-
ticipated in the development and 
expansion of the parish as Gosford 
transformed from a country town 
to a city.

Monie and Tom came to 

the Gosford area in 1941 with 
the purchase of orange orchards 
at Lisarow.

Their active participation 
in the Catholic community 
began immediately, firstly at the 
Masses in the former Army hut 
at Ourimbah, then the wooden 
church in Donnison Street near 
the Gosford railway station and 
finally to the modern St Patrick’s 
in York Street, just a block from 
Monie’s present home.

Every aspect of involvement 
in the Catholic Community was 
embraced by Tom and Monie.

This included the St Vincent de 
Paul Society including part of the 
committee which set up Vinnies 
stores along the Central Coast.

 Monie was a member of the 
Altar Society for 32 years, a regu-
lar for many years on St Joseph’s 
school tuck shop, and in later years 
the Catholic Women’s League, of 
which she is a current member .

She also contributed to the 
Craft Group, being a keen knitter 

and crocheter, with all her work 
being donated to a cause.

While Monie has seen 
immense changes in the Church 
and the Parish Community she 
continues to take an active inter-
est in current day Church events, 
forever being positive in her views 
and suggestions.

She and Tom have given a great 
legacy to St Patrick’s over decades 
of service, with Monie carrying 
on that legacy with her interest 
and enthusiasm in all things St 
Patrick’s Gosford. 
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Lighthouse and iCentre provide new learning 
environment at St Kieran’s

Students at St Kieran’s, Manly Vale settling in to their new learning space

The opening of The Lighthouse 
at St Kieran’s Catholic Primary, 

Manly Vale recently caused much 
interest amongst both the stu-
dents and the teachers. The pur-
pose of renaming and redesigning 
this space has been part of a plan 
to create a multipurpose learn-
ing space which also includes the 
Library – iCentre.

This exciting new space in the 
school highlights the direction 
that learning environments are 
taking. Learning spaces should 
allow for places where there can be 
teacher direction, places where the 
students can work in groups and 
places where the students can also 
go to work independently. The 
reasoning behind this is to give 
the students a choice so they are 
enabled to make decisions about 
their learning. The students might 
choose to work on a task with other 
students, work alone, or continue 
to receive teacher direction. The 
learning spaces created to sup-
port this ethos must be inviting, 
colourful and conducive to learn-
ing. Rather than a large open area, 
small enclaves and sections with 
interesting furniture and meeting 
areas provide a more favourable 

framework. This allows for both, 
independent, quiet research and 
learning as well as group discus-
sions and teacher led instruction. 

The technology in The 
Lighthouse supports the 
different ways the children can 
decide to work. Computers on 
work stations for individual 
work, furniture which can be 
arranged to benefit small group 
research, and the IWB for 
teacher led instruction. 

There are ten fixed PCs in 

the Lighthouse and 10 laptops 
which can be used freely in the 
Lighthouse. Eight ergonomically 
designed chairs have been includ-
ed in the Lighthouse and these 
can be used by the students in a 
variety of ways.

This wonderful initiative could 
not have happened without the 
generous financial assistance given 
by our fabulous P & F and the 
organisational and creative energy 
of two of our teachers, Penny 
Rafferty and Tracy Williamson. 

Central Coast 
Primary Schools 
Choral Day 2011
Students from all 11 Central 
Coast Catholic Primary Schools 
came together at St Peter’s 
Catholic College in August for 
the 2nd Central Coast Catholic 
Primary Schools Choral Day. 

More than 400 students from 
years 2-6, and their teachers 
joined together to perform both 
individual items and group 
songs, and in the process 
raised money for Somalia 
through Caritas Australia.

Students practised together 
throughout the day, and were 
joined by students from St Peter’s 
who assisted with lighting, 
sound, projections and video 
recording along with moving the 
students on and off the stage.

The spectacular performance 
of vocal splendour, colour and 
movement, saw all schools 
join together for parents, and 
included individual items from 
each school and opening and 
closing group performances. 
These included African 
drumming, and movement, and 
the event was so successful that 
there was standing room only.

Bishops Proclaim Year of Grace for Catholic Church in Australia

Australia’s Bishops, in Rome for the Ad Limina visit

The Catholic Bishops of 
Australia have proclaimed a 

Year of Grace for the Church, to 
begin at Pentecost 2012.

The announcement of the Year 
of Grace came during the Bishops’ 
Ad Limina visit to Rome in 
October. It will coincide with the 
Year of Faith recently announced 
by Pope Benedict XVI.

Every five years bishops make 
an Ad Limina pilgrimage to Rome 
to give a report on their Diocese 
to the Pope. Due to Pope John 
Paul II’s declining health and a 

subsequent backlog of Ad Limina 
visits for Pope Benedict XVI, the 
Australian bishops have not made 
an Ad Limina visit since 2004.

In a break from tradition, the 
Pope did not hold one-on-one 
meetings with each Bishop, but 
held more interactive sessions with 
groups of 7-10 Bishops at a time.

Speaking to Pope Benedict XVI 
in a private audience, Archbishop 
Philip Wilson said the Year of 
Grace would build upon the two 
recent graces given to the Church 
in Australia – World Youth Day in Sydney and the Canonisation of 

St Mary of the Cross MacKillop.
“In the attempt to ‘start afresh 

from Christ’, in the commu-
nion which is in Jesus, we have 
decided to call the whole Church 
in Australia to celebrate a Year 
of Grace from Pentecost 2012 
to Pentecost 2013,” Archbishop 
Wilson said.

The Bishops also released a 
statement at the conclusion of 
their visit about the Vatican’s 
response to the retirement 

of Bishop William Morris of 
Toowoomba, saying their meet-
ings with Vatican officials had 
given them a more adequate 
understanding of the actions 
taken to try to resolve “the diffi-
culties with Bishop Morris”.

“We return to Australia deter-
mined to do whatever we can 
to heal any wounds of division, 
to extend our fraternal care to 
Bishop Morris, and to strengthen 
the bonds of charity in the Church 
in Australia,” the Bishops said.

The Bishops processing in to celebrate Mass 
together in the footsteps of the Apostles
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whats on

Christmas Mass Times
All are invited to join us this Christmas as we celebrate 

the birth of Our Lord Jesus Christ

For a full list of Christmas Mass times in the Diocese of Broken Bay, please visit

www.dbb.org.au

May we at the Broken Bay News take this opportunity to 
wish all our readers the peace and joy of Christmas

The Broken Bay News will return in March 2011

Robyn Somers-Day

Contact Robyn 0418 973 656 

robynsomers-day@optusnet.com.au

 www.youtube.com/robynsomersday
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Prison Ministry Workshop on Bishops’ Social Justice Statement
By John Donnelly, President

Broken Bay Diocesan Central Council

Prison ministry was the focus when the Epping 
Conference recently facilitated a discussion 

of the 2011 Bishops Social Justice Statement 
– Building Bridges, Not Walls – Prisons and the 
Justice System.

Epping Conference has some 15 + years 
involvement with the Prison Ministry. Margaret 
Wiseman, a member of Epping Conference 
and Chaplain of Silverwater Women’s 
Correctional Centre was present with other 
Epping Conference members at the Blessing 
and Opening of the new Chapel at the Women’s 
Centre in June this year.

Margaret opened the Workshop on the 
Bishops’ Statement at The Chatswood Club on 
October 27, by speaking on how the Statement 
recommends the need for a reduction in our 
Prison Population and especially on how to 
hinder their returning to Prison.

Cliff Brennan, a former Principal of a 
State High School, spoke on the work of the 
Epping Conference in their Prison Ministry 
and their support of the people through their 
prison visits.

Fr Peter Carroll MSC, Chaplain, Long Bay 
Correctional Centre, spoke on the possible 
work of the Community Chaplaincy program. 
This program has a particular aim of support-
ing prisoners on their release into the commu-

nity. Fr Peter suggested that a group such as the 
St Vincent de Paul Society might get involved 
in this as a Special Work. 

Fr Peter spoke of an ex-prisoner who, not 
wanting to return to prison, bought a cat so 
that he could have someone to love him and 
need his companionship. There was a reason 
to go home to care for the cat. The need for 
friendship can also be met in part by a group 
walking with that person. Society Conference 
members already meet many such people in 
their Home Visitations. This was a reason that 
Fr Peter considered the Society for this role of 
Community Chaplaincy. 

This program is already underway in the 
Hunter Valley with an Anglican group but 
not yet in Sydney and not with any Catholic 
group involvement.

Fr Peter spoke also of a Canadian Group 
“Home for Good” which, working with and 
mentoring ex-prisoners, has the aim of “trans-
forming lives through faith to increase public 
safety by reducing recidivism”. This could 
be a template for a Sydney based group in 
Broken Bay.

Home for Good in Oregon (HGO) says 
on its website that it is an award winning 
program of the Department of Corrections 
based on a vast statewide network of faith and 
community volunteers and organizations work-
ing together. Starting with applications from 
offenders wanting faith and community support 

following release, HGO provides information, 
support and supervision through its 45 trained 
volunteer community chaplains and hundreds 
of trained community volunteers and re-entry 
partner organizations. This program ensures 
that faith and community based support and 
services can be effectively used to ensure suc-
cessful transition of offenders from prison to 
the community.

A number of people at the presentation were 
interested in this possible Special Work if there 
was a team leader or leaders for this venture. 
If any member or friend was interested in 
pursuing this as a Special Work of the Society, 
kindly contact Lily Basdeo at our Diocesan 
Office 9415 1492 or lily.basdeo@vinnies.org.au. 
Members of the Epping Conference would 
be very pleased to advise other Conferences 
on their experience of visiting and supporting 
Chaplains and prisoners.



Explore your world

To learn more visit www.bbi.catholic.edu.au

   Theology:  
an app for life



For further information:
Cheryl Martin, BBI Registrar 
Phone 02 9847 0030 or 
email registrar@bbi.catholic.edu.au

www.bbi.catholic.edu.au
The Broken Bay Institute is proudly affiliated with the 
University of Newcastle

Study Theology in 2012

Flexible delivery of programs – 
online, distance or face-to-face mode

Theology programs include
Diploma in Theology
Bachelor of Theology & Bachelor of Theology (Honours)
Graduate Certificate in Theology*
Master of Theology*
 
* Specialisations – Spirituality, Religious Education, Liturgical Studies, Mission & Culture, 

Pastoral Ministry (Grad Cert – Youth & Campus Ministry)

Apply Now
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eCONFERENCES DVD 
ORDER FORM

TAX INVOICE | ABN 79 031 652 544

Inquiries: Please contact Alda Mendezona at BBI on 02 9847 0556 
or email orders@bbi.catholic.edu.au Website: www.bbi.catholic.edu.au

Postage and handling included. For international mailing costs please contact BBI.

ITEMS Price ($)
inc. GST

Qty Subtotal

The Holy Spirit eConference DVD $20

Jesus the Christ eConference DVD $20

Mary First Disciple eConference DVD $20

Mary Woman and Mother Book $20

St Luke and St Paul eConference DVD $30

Following Jesus – Matthew DVD $20

Complete set of DVDs and Mary book 
($15 saving)

$115

TOTAL

Name

Organisation

Postal Address

 P/code

Email

Phone

Method of payment  CHQ CASH CREDIT
(make cheques payable to The Broken Bay Institute)

Please debit my credit Card $

MasterCard      Visa

Name on card

Signature

Credit Card Number

————/————/————/————
 Expiry Date          / 

Please complete form and return to: The Broken Bay Institute, PO Box 340, Pennant Hills NSW 1715 or fax 02 9847 0031


