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Whilst final numbers and locations are yet to be tallied, it is estimated that more than 5,000 gathered today across Australia, the Pacific and further afield, in a first for the Australian Catholic Church – an International eConference to mark the closure of the Year of St Paul.

More than 180 sites ranging from 20 locations throughout Parramatta Diocese to Alice Springs, Thursday Island, Wellington NZ, the Philippines, Peru, USA, Canada and even Malta registered to participate in the eConference, entitled, “Paul – The Man, the Mission and Message for Today: igniting his purpose and passion”. 
During the day, Registrations were flowing in at an enormous rate as interest grew. By midday – more than 1000 new participants had joined the online learning community and over 2,500 computers had viewed the first Session in Australia alone. Some computer sites were hosting groups of up to 200 participants or more.
An initiative of The Broken Bay Institute and the Australian Catholic Bishops Conference, the eConference was hosted by television identity Mike Bailey and featured sessions from world renowned Scripture scholars, Brendan Byrne SJ, Michele Connolly RSJ and film, media and communication scholar, Richard Leonard SJ.

Web-cast live across the nation and the world using innovative technology from Vividas, the Speaker Sessions were interspersed with opportunities for discussion time at local gatherings, under the guidance of a trained facilitator. 

Archbishop John Bathersby, Chairman of the Bishops’ Commission for Mission and Faith Formation, opened the day’s proceedings from Brisbane, welcoming all to the historic occasion for the Church:
 “This is a wonderful opportunity for people to learn and share in the wisdom of the great Church communicator Paul.
“It is a fitting way to close the Year that has celebrated his life and mission.”

The Honourable, Kevin Rudd MP, Prime Minister of Australia, sent through a message of support:
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In part – “The Year of St Paul eConference…will enable Catholic dioceses across Australia to join together in reflecting on the legacy of one of the most important, yet elusive, figures in Church history.

“I trust the Conference will facilitate a productive exchange of ideas for those who share in the Catholic tradition in Australia, and that it will benefit the communities you represent across the nation.”

Individuals and groups logged into the website www.paul.vividas.com to experience five lecture Sessions and a sixth panel Session, discussing questions that had been emailed in from participants around Australia.

Emailed questions of interest flooded in after each Speaker Session. More than 1700 questions alone had been received by early afternoon.

Messages, too, of support came in from across the country and the world:

Many thanks from all concerned. This is a marvellous achievement. Our group here at Marymount College (QLD) are relishing the opportunity…

Hope you are as excited as we are in Alice - all is going really well….
We are following the Conference here at Notre Dame of Dardiangas University in Mindinao here in the Philippines. There are 200 plus people watching….

The event site, www.paul.vividas.com, will remain operational until at least the end of September, with all Sessions archived – so people may revisit individual Sessions at any stage.

Bishop David Walker, Bishop for Broken Bay, closed proceedings and encouraged people to continue to get online and experience the world of St Paul.

“I warmly encourage you to gather, and re-gather, as groups and individuals to open wide the words of Paul.
“I hope that this is just the start for many, of a richly rewarding entry into the Gospel message.”
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Registration, via the site will also remain open until 7 July – and will enable one lucky participant to win an exciting trip for two. Valued at around $13,000, following in the Steps of St Paul – through the generosity of Harvest Pilgrimages. Other prizes include a gift voucher for books from St Pauls Publications to the value of $300, and Course and Library membership to the The Broken Bay Institute, also to the value of $300.
The winner will be announced to registered participants at the end of July. 

___________________

For more information contact:

Annie Carrett / Communications Manager
Catholic Diocese Broken Bay: T: 02 9847 0724 / M: 0439 600 233 / E: news@dbb.org.au
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