Script for Parish Ministry Leaders Session PowerPoint Presentation
Evangelisation & Mission in our Parish  (Slide # 2)
As leaders, you are probably aware of the word “mission.”  But, what comes to mind when you hear the word “evangelisation”?  Perhaps you are unsure of how this fits in with our mission of being church. Or perhaps you know very well that our parish mission incorporates what it means to be an evangelising community. Perhaps the word evangelisation is familiar to you, but you are not quite sure of how it fits into our Catholic context. Whatever the case may be, let us begin this discussion about evangelisation & mission in our church.

Evangelisation – a Catholic way of life!  (Slide #3)
As recently as 28 May this year, Pope Benedict spoke about evangelisation at a church conference in Rome, repeating generations of traditional Church teaching that “the command to evangelize is not just for a few, but for all the baptized." He said "there should be a renewed becoming aware of our being Church and of the pastoral co-responsibility that, in the name of Christ, all of us are called to carry out." This requires a “change of mentality” whereby lay people recognise themselves “truly as 'co-responsible' for the being and action of the Church.” This “common responsibility, the common mission” is witnessed to by “belonging to the parish community,” prayerfully engaging with sacred Scripture (e.g. through Lectio Divina), through missionary activity and living a life of charity. He concluded saying "This mission is entrusted to us today … [for] the future of Christianity and the Church of Rome is also the commitment and the testimony of each one of us."

Evangelii Nuntiandi  (Slide #4)
Going back in the living memory of our Church, Pope Paul VI wrote an encyclical called Evangelii Nuntiandi which was written to encourage fresh efforts to proclaim the Gospel to the people of today.
Why a document on evangelisation? (Slide #5)
Evangelisation means proclaiming the Gospel message. We believe the Christian message answers the life questions that people throughout the centuries have raised. And the Gospel message does, and will continue to, answer the questions of people searching for the meaning of life. We also remember that it is Our Lord Himself who told us to spread the Good news; so it is a commission given to us by God, not an optional extra!

Jesus & Evangelisation  (Slide #6)
Evangelisation may be a difficult concept for us to grasp. However, we have been given many examples of how evangelisation can be lived. In our Catholic tradition, we have the lives and witness of countless saints. In our own lives we know good Christians who live their faith boldly. However, all of us have been given the example of the evangeliser par excellence; Jesus himself. Evangelisation is at the heart of Jesus’ mission to proclaim the Good news of the Kingdom of God. Everything about Jesus proclaimed it; his incarnation, life, miracles, teaching, gathering & sending out of disciples, his journey to the cross, death, resurrection, and his promise to be in the midst of his disciples as they gathered in his name; these all contain insightful messages and the ultimate examples of living a life of evangelisation.

The message of evangelisation includes  (Slide #7)
Jesus went throughout Judea preaching a message of repentance, turning away from sin, and having a change of mind and heart so that we could grow to live in a loving relationship with God, others and be at peace within ourselves. This search for God is perpetuated by us, who make up the Church, the Body of Christ, the People of God, by our prayers, passing on the faith, reconciling sinners with God and celebrating God’s grace in our lives in the Eucharist and the sacraments. 

The message of evangelisation takes life into account  (Slide #8)
So as you can see, evangelisation takes into account our very lives themselves. We witness to the fullness of life as followers of Christ through the proclamation of the Good News. Our lives, our families, our societies are to be transformed by the Gospel message so we become the people God intended us to be.

Life and Evangelisation  (Slide #9)
So evangelisation does not only consist of preaching doctrines of our faith, but just as importantly, evangelisation means we live our faith, giving a new meaning to our lives; both in this life and the next.
Methods of Evangelisation  (Slide #10)
So how do we evangelise? We are called to be living witnesses to God’s love at work in our lives. Pope Paul said that “there is no true evangelization if the name, the teaching, the life, the promises, the kingdom and the mystery of Jesus of Nazareth, the Son of God are not proclaimed.” So we tell others about God’s love in our lives, personified in Jesus, with whom we live a relationship of love. The Gospel constantly changes us. So we are called to search for, incorporate & be transformed by the Good news. To help us live our baptismal calling, we join fellow believers who live the values of the Kingdom of God. And having been en-gospelled, we go on to bring the Gospel to others.

Opportunities for Evangelisation  (Slide #11)
Pope Paul noted in his day that society was moving away from the written word to the image. This was a reflection on Vatican II’s charge that we find ever new ways to preach the Gospel to a new generation, making use of every opportunity available to evangelise.
Methods of Evangelisation – Mass Media  (Slide #12)
Hence, we are told to put the mass media to good use, using it for the service of the Gospel. Pope Paul even suggested the mass media was a “modern and effective version of the pulpit.” Having said this, he also cautioned that using the media would have to be balanced by a person-to-person dimension of spreading the Good News; an effective method which Jesus and the apostles themselves used.

Christians & Evangelisation  (Slide #13)
It is very important that we are authentic, enthusiastic followers of Christ. We are called to engage, be transformed and constantly evangelised ourselves through prayer, nourishment by the sacraments, living a life of humbleness & simplicity, being loving to all and seeking God’s will in all things. As Catholics, we encourage others to grow in a deeper relationship with God, and so we also evangelise by word and example to those Christians who are not in full communion with us.

Who then has the mission of evangelizing?  (Slide #14)
It has been mentioned many times now, however, the encyclical tells us, and it is worth repeating, that all of us are called to this mission.
Diversity of Evangelizing tasks  (Slide #15)
The encyclical makes special mention of the way in which lay people, families and youth, because of their vocation to live in the world, are called to evangelise where they are. This means lay people do not need to go anywhere special, but to bring the Good News to their homes, communities, schools, sports clubs, pubs, shops, places of work, etc.

Laity & Evangelisation  (Slide #16)
Lay people are to be supported in their evangelising by and with the clergy, building up the life of their faith communities, using the spiritual gifts given them by God, relying on prayer and an openness to serving as lay leaders in church ministries.

Preparation for Evangelisation  (Slide #17)
It is important, therefore, that we all work together to prepare every single person in our church communities, for evangelisation through discussion, training, equipping & prayer.
Evangelisation relies on the Holy Spirit 1  (Slide #18)
We are not left alone in this mission; we are granted the same Spirit who enthused and gifted the apostles at Pentecost to evangelise. It is the same Holy Spirit who explains to us the teachings of Jesus. If we yield to the Holy Spirit, we will be guided and helped in supernatural ways to do the work of evangelisation.

Evangelisation relies on the Holy Spirit 2  (Slide #19)
It has been revealed to us in Scripture and Tradition, that the Holy Spirit will teach us what to say at the right time in the right way. The Holy Spirit also acts in those to whom we are sharing the Good News, by touching their hearts. It is most important to remember that without Him, we can do nothing, but, together with God’s Spirit, all things are possible.

Other obstacles to evangelisation  (Slide #20)
We also do well to remember that we must work together, with one mind and one heart. Our witness of unity is important, as the old song goes “They’ll know we are Christians by our love.” It is also important to remember that we should keep our eyes open to God’s wonders in our lives, or we may become disheartened or apathetic. The encyclical finishes by encouraging all those who are involved in promoting the work of evangelisation.
Diocesan Mission Statement 1  (Slide #21)
Before we finish this powerpoint presentation, it is interesting to note that many of the objectives of evangelisation, as outlined by the encyclical, are intrinsically connected to our Broken Bay Diocesan Mission Statement. They are:
· Proclaim the Good News of Jesus in our words & actions

· Respond personally to God’s unique love for each of us

· Live with each other in the love of Jesus

Diocesan Mission Statement 2  (Slide #22)
· Celebrate and share our Catholic faith & life experience

· Educate our people in our Catholic story and beliefs and their implications for our lives

Diocesan Mission Statement 3  (Slide #23)
· Serve each other, the community and all creation in justice & love

· Seek unity with our fellow Christians and meaningful dialogue with people of all faiths
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