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From the Principal 

 
From the Principal 
 
 
Cluster Public Speaking 
 
OLHC hosted the North Shore Cluster Public 
Speaking competition. The school was represented by 
Lina and Kasia who both delivered outstanding 
speeches. We congratulate Lina and Kasia for their 
efforts in a very tough competition. 
 
 
Book Week/Dads in the Classroom 
 
Our Book Week celebrations were held today with 
over thirty dads visiting us to be part of “Our Story 
Bridges.”  This was an 
important way to show all 
the children that reading can 
be fun, challenging and take 
us into another world. 
 
Many thanks to Mrs Jackson 
and class teachers for their 
leadership and contribution 
to Book Week.   
 
To all the dads – you were 
fantastic!   
 
 
Fund Raising Meeting 
 
On Monday August 30 at 7.30pm in the school library 
there will be a Fund Raising Meeting to discuss what 
needs to be done for the remainder of the year.   
 
 
 

 
 
Class mums are invited and are asked to bring 
another parent from each class to this very important 
meeting. 

 

Grandparents Day 
 
An official invitation has been sent 
home today inviting all 
grandparents and special friends 
to the school on Wednesday 22nd 
September.  I encourage all 
families to spread the word.   
 
 
 
P & F Christmas Function 

 

 
A diary date to remember is Saturday 30th October for 
the annual P & F Christmas function to be held at 
Lane Cove.  More details to follow in the next couple 
of weeks.   
 
 
Working Bee  

 
A huge thank you to all those families 
who worked so hard at the working 
bee last Saturday.  A great deal was 
achieved as the community supported 
each other for the benefit of the 
school.    
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Reflection 

Promise Yourself  
By Christian D. Larson  

Promise yourself….  

To be so strong that nothing  
can disturb your peace of mind. 

To talk health, happiness, and prosperity  
to every person you meet.  

To make all your friends feel  
that there is something in them 

To look at the sunny side of everything  
and make your optimism come true.  

To think only the best, to work only for the best,  
and to expect only the best. 

To be just as enthusiastic about the success of others  
as you are about your own.  

To forget the mistakes of the past  
and press on to the greater achievements of the future. 

To wear a cheerful countenance at all times  
and give every living creature you meet a smile.  

To give so much time to the improvement of yourself  
that you have no time to criticize others. 

To be too large for worry, too noble for anger, too strong 
for fear,  

and too happy to permit the presence of trouble.  

To think well of yourself and to proclaim this fact to the 
world,  

not in loud words but great deeds. 
To live in faith that the whole world is on your side 
so long as you are true to the best that is in you.  

Final Prayer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Kevin Turner 
Principal 
 

Diary Dates  
Term 3 2010 
Week 6 
26th Aug K – 2 Liturgy 10.30am 
Week 7 
1st Sept Frances Watts (Children’s author) 
3rd Sept Father’s Day Breakfast 
Sun 5 th Sept Father’s Day 
Week 9 
14th Sept Night of the Notables 7pm 
Week 10 
22nd Sept Grandparents Mass 9.15am 

From the AP 
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Visiting Speaker 
Last night the Class Dads organised for Gordon 
Winch to speak to the dads about the importance of 
literacy. Gordon Winch, MA Med, Phd, previously 
Head, Department of English at Ku-ring-gai College of 
Advanced Education and now a full-time author. 
He has had a lifelong involvement in literacy as a 
teacher, researcher and author. His published works 
include academic texts, research papers and a 
number of works of children's literature including a 
collection of his poems. 
 
Gordon started his talk with the statement that “You 
can never be too literate”. He started in a school in 
Narrabri and these children’s struggles with reading 
have inspired Gordon’s lifelong work in the area of 
Literacy. 
 
Gordon reminded the group about a number of 
behaviours that parents, including dads can engage in 
to assist their child in becoming literate. He advocated 
a reading ‘regiment’ or routine. Make reading with 
your child, reading to your child and modelling reading 
behaviours to your child through you reading. He 
advocated following your child’s interests when 
selecting books as well as persistence. Gordon 
reminded the group about the importance of exposing 
your child to ‘good’ books. These ‘good’ books need 
to get the child in, have a great beginning and a 
message. A ‘good’ book has to bring light to your 
child’s eye and every parent loves to see this delight 
in their child. 
 
Gordon even read to the dads and this was very 
entertaining. He could draw in the group with just a 
few words from the books he shared. He read to us 
with such passion, expression and humour. One day I 
would love to have the Gordon Winch here at Our 
Lady Help of Christians Primary School! 
 
Thank you to Brian Maguire for organising for Gordon 
to come and speak to the group. The speakers that 
the dads organise are always worthwhile, even if it is 
to reaffirm what is happening in your home or reminds 
you of a routine that may 
have slipped in your family 
because we are all busy 
people. If you missed last 
night keep an eye out for 
speakers in the future.  
 
 
 
 
 



 
Next Wednesday we are very privileged to have an 
author visiting us: Frances Watts. She will be here to 
speak to the children. The children have come home 
with an order form for those who wish to order any of 
Frances’ books. Thank you to Mary Anne Jackson for 
organising this visit for the children. I know that I find 
listening to people such as Gordon Winch and 
Frances Watts very exciting and inspiring.  
 

�� ���������
���������
� ��
�!�"������
� �

 
Dads in the Classroom 
Thank you to those who were able to join us this 
morning for Dads in the Classroom at Our Lady Help 
of Christians! The dads, under the leadership of Daniel 
Paul and Mike Exton, turned out to help us all 
celebrate Book Week! 
 
Thank you to Mary Anne Jackson for her organisation 
and inspiration in designing and presenting the 
activities.  
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Peace, 
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Assistant Principal 
 
 

Premier’s Reading Challenge 

 
Congratulations to Georgia 
Astbury, Cameron 
Fernandopulle, Georgia Kewin, 
Niamh Keeley, Laurence 
Sheehan, Brigitta Handayani 
and Caitlin Halmarick for 
recently completing the Premier’s Reading Challenge. 
 
I encourage all students participating in the challenge 
who have not yet entered their book details to do so. 
The deadline has been extended to Thursday 26th 
August . 
 
Mary Anne Jackson 
Teacher Librarian 
 
 

Birthday Stars 
 
Congratulations and Happy Birthday 
to Nicholas Caravella  who 
celebrated his birthday this week. 
 
 
 

Community News 
Holy Cross Crusaders Cricket Club – Registration 
at Holy Cross College Ovals (Victoria Rd, Ryde) 9am 
– 12noon Saturday 21st August.  Family discounts 
available. For more information call Barry Sheehan 
9804 8330 or got to www.holycrosscrusaders.com.au 
St Leo’s Catholic College Wahroonga  –HSC music 
performances  Wednesday 1st September  6.30pm 
and HSC Bodies of work and major works for Visual 
Arts & TAS on Wednesday 1st September 7.30 – 9pm.  
Tickets at the door $5 adults, $3 children $10 family. 
Moving Bodies Holiday Fun - Gymnastics Olympic 
style at State Sports Centre, Homebush.  Holiday 
clinic – ball sports, fun games, fitness, music and 
more at Willoughby.  For more details go to 
www.movingbodies.com.au or phone 9940 5240. 
Catholic Schools Parent Conference – iConnect –
on September 11th & 12th at Australian Catholic 
University North Sydney Campus.  Workshops include 
Teens, Alcohol & Drugs, Cybersafety & Kids Today, 
Anxiety in Children and much more.  For more 
information go to www.ccsp.catholic.edu.au.  
Family Matters –  Multicultural Communities Series 
presents Self Care and Stress Management on 
Monday 6th September at Castle Hill Community 
Centre 10am – 1pm.  Call 9621 6633 or 9899 5163 for 
more information and bookings. 
Broken Bay Parent Council  – presents Student 
Support Services Wednesday 8th September 7.30 – 
9pm at Holy Family, Lindfield. Information regarding 
services offered to students with special needs, 
gifted or who have social/emotional needs.  RSVP 
7th September on 9847 0340 or 
parentcouncil@dbb.edu.au 
    

 
 

Merit Awards Week 5 Term 3 
 
Kindy  Matthew Sridhar 
  Breanna Hartman 
Year 1  Tiana Paul 
  Annemieke Exton 
Year 2  Alessandro Muranty 
  Emily Aston 
Year 3  Annabel Da Rin 
  Samuel Stephens 
Year 4  Cory Gonzalez 
  Thomas Findlay 
Year 5/6 Gabby Aston   
���� ���� Holly Baldwin 
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Scholastic Book Club 
 

All book club orders are due by 
Wednesday 1st September. 

 
Thank you. 

 
Julie Moon 

 

 



 
Dads in the Classroom 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 


